THIRTY  AND   UNDER

world. They have reordered experience. Denying this fact is futile.
Denying the relativism that has resulted is contributing to a "mon-
strous logomachy" (the phrase is used by Dr. Babbitt). The one
decisive verdict of history is the changing quality of experience, with
its ability to furnish its own tools of adjustment. And the conclusion
to be drawn from this is that we must, with intelligent control,
attempt to work out the forces of social direction as well as we can.
In brief, the human project is an experiment that has as many
meanings and purposes as there are individuals and groups. In
such a situation, centrality is shifting. The good life depends on
the social arrangement and on the type of expression it affords. In a
commercial civilization, where the dollar is stressed and where
universal acquisitiveness breeds universal suspicion, there is little
question as to which problems are most important. Instead of a
"civil war in the cave" of the human soul, there must be a form of
social organization that directs what is most generous and social in
man and that sublimates what is not. In brief, the problem of those
. of us who own the Thirties is more one of social attack than of ethical
reversion and traditionalism.
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